SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE NEWS FOR SUNDAY 28 NOVEMBER 
2021 


Good morning and welcome to the weekly news bulletin of the South African 
Radio League read by .............445 [your name, call sign and QTH] 


The South African Radio League broadcasts a news bulletin each Sunday in 
Afrikaans and English at 08:15 and 08:30 Central African Time respectively 
on HF and various VHF and UHF repeaters around the country. The bul- 
letin is relayed on Echolink by Johan, ZS6JPL. The audio bulletins can be 
downloaded from the League website at http://www.sarl.org.za while the text 
bulletin can be downloaded from https://sarlnewsbulletin.wordpress.com/. To 
join the MailChimp bulletin mailing list, send an e-mail to the SARL Secretary. 


In the news today: 


STILL TIME TO BOOK FOR THE SARL/AMSAT SA TECHNOLOGY 
WORKSHOP 


IARU REGION 1 - DECEMBER 2021 YOTA MONTH 

and 

IRONMAN SOUTH AFRICA ONCE AGAIN ASSISTED BY PEARS 
Stay tuned for more information on these and other interesting news items. 
We start this bulletin with news of a silent key. 


It is with deep regret that we announce that the key of Paul Cornelius, ZS6PJC 
went silent on Wednesday 17 November after a short illness. Paul aged 74, was 
one of the original founding members of KARTS and often assisted as technical 
lecturer for the RAE training courses. We extend our condolences to his wife 
Linette, ZS6BCW, family and friends. 


PAUSE 
You are listening to a news bulletin of the South African Radio League. 


STILL TIME TO BOOK FOR THE SARL/AMSAT SA TECHNOLOGY 
WORKSHOP 


The joint SARL and AMSAT SA Technology workshop will run from 11:00 - 
14:30 CAT on Saturday 4 December on the Blue Jeans Platform. There is 
still time to register for this event. Registration closes at 17:00 on Friday 3 
December. The registration link can be found on www.sarl.org.za. Click on the 
link and complete the form. A few days before the event you will receive an 
e-mail with the URL to join the workshop. There is no need to pre-download 
any software. The workshop is free for SARL and AMSAT SA members. Non- 
members pay a nominal R50 registration fee which will be donated to the SARL 
Next Generation Beacon fund. 


The workshop includes a review of the SARL Next Generation Beacon Project, 
an innovative approach to a beacon monitoring system using a raspberry pi 
and a SDR dongle, AMSAT SA AfriCUBE lessons learned from the October 
BACAR flight, the HamSCI WWYV and other hi-tech projects. Get more details 


on www.sarl.org.za 
THE PEARS FISH & CHIPS EVENING A GREAT SUCCESS 


The PEARS social evening held on Friday 19 November was a great success. 
The social took the form of a fish & chips evening at the club’s normal venue. 
A short informal meeting was held just before supper. Just over 70 people 
attended, which made for a festive atmosphere while still well within the Covid 
limitations. It was a great turn out, by all accounts. People travelled quite some 
distance too! People from Jefferies Bay and Cape St Francis made the drive 
through. Lunga ZS2LN, his XYL and Ambiswe, ZU2ASN travelled through 
from Bisho and returned the same evening. Thanks to all who attended! 


IARU REGION 1 - DECEMBER 2021 YOTA MONTH 


December is YOTA Month when several youngsters from Member Societies will 
become active on the air with YOTA as suffix in the call signs. From Wednesday 
1 December to Friday 31 December 2021, international YOTA stations, operated 
by young amateurs in their teens and early 20s, will attempt to make many 
contacts worldwide with each other. It is not a formal contest, but a way to get 
our current young amateurs on the air contacting hundreds of other youngsters 
around the world. The SARL has registered the special call sign ZS9OYOTA on 
the YOTA website for use by clubs and individuals during December. All radio 
amateurs are welcome to enjoy a QSO with the youngsters, but be aware that 
some of them are new to the radio hobby, while others are more experienced. 


To reserve a slot to use the ZS9YOTA call sign on a daily basis or for more 
information please contact Guy, ZS6GUY via e-mail at guy.eales@se.com or 
alternatively Nico, ZS6QL at zs6ql@mweb.co.za. The schedule and applicable 
rules will be available on the SARL website soon. Looking forward to hearing 
our younger generation on the air during December! 


You are listening to a news bulletin of the South African Radio League. 
BEACON FUND CONTRIBUTIONS HAVE DRIED UP 


During the past month, contributions to the SARL Next Generation Beacon 
Fund have dried up. The fund started by AMSAT SA is still far from its target. 
It currently stands at R 30 150, just over 50% of its R60 000 target. You can 
contribute by credit card. Go to www.amsatsa.org.za and select one of the dona- 
tion buttons for R50, R250 or R1 000. You can make multiple payments. Your 
contribution will be acknowledged on the honours list on www.amsatsa.org.za. 
Do it now and invest in the future of amateur radio. 


JOIN THE SARL AT THE HALF-YEAR RATE 


Join the SARL and pay the half-year rate and get one month free. The Council 
has decided to institute the half-year rate from Monday 22 November 2021. 
Ordinary members pay R250, senior members pay R150, spouse members pay 
R90 and student members pay R60. Fill in the online membership application 
form on www.sarl.org.za/public/membership/join.asp and do an EFT into the 
SARL bank account using your call sign as the reference. E-mail your proof of 
payment to admin@sarl.org.za or call the SARL Office at 011 675 2393. 


IRONMAN SOUTH AFRICA ONCE AGAIN ASSISTED BY THE PEARS. 


Ironman 2020, like so many other events last year, went the way of Covid-19. 
This year there was a flurry of postponements with event organizers trying to 
pull something out of the bag. Ironman 2021 finally took place on Sunday 21 
November instead of in April as would be the norm. This made for a very 
much easier start for the PEARS members who had the early posts. Some of 
us arrived at our points in sunlight for the first time! 


Tony, ZR2TX had the Venue Operations Centre set up by 5 am with several 
radio operators along the beachfront to cover the swim leg of the event. Beach 
patrol is not as glamorous as it might sound - following medics around waiting 
for competitors to drop-out. That said, it is hard to call ’early morning on the 
beach” hard work! 


Road closures normally bring people in early and several of the stations involved 
in the run (which is really an afternoon/evening event) needed to be in place be- 
fore the start of the swim. The cycle route took competitors from the beachfront 
along the coast to Schoenies where they climbed away from the coast toward 
Grass-Roof and then out to Seaview and back again. Twice! 


This route of 180 km is quite an area to cover in terms of radio communications. 
The PEARS utilized their Lady’s Slipper Repeater, the Town repeater located 
near the Greenacres shopping mall, a temporary repeater installed on the roof 
of the Radison Blu Hotel at the beachfront and all repeaters were linked and a 
crossband setup at the QTH of Chris, ZS2A AW to link the out-of-town Lady’s 
Slipper repeater to the beachfront. The network provided coverage to the entire 
route. Given the topography of the area, this is quite significant. 


Some PEARS members were there all day. Most notably Tony Allen, ZR2TX 
who handled the VOC. The run stations packed up just after 22:30 - an early 
night as the event usually has a midnight cut-off. PEARS would like to thank 
all those who assisted. 


PROPAGATION REPORT 


Hannes Coetzee, ZS6BZP, reports that the solar activity is expected to be at 
low levels. There are currently two active sunspot regions visible and there is a 
possibility of C-class flaring. If you want to do your own frequency predictions, 
the expected effective sunspot number for the week will be around 24. The 15 to 
30 m bands may, especially during the late afternoons, provide some good DX 
fun. Please visit the website spaceweather.sansa.org.za for further information. 


Finally, a diary of some upcoming events: 

Today until midnight UTC — the CQ WW DX CW Contest 

30 November — the Secunda ARC meeting 

1 December — The start of the YOTA December Month activity 
3 December - International Day for Disabled Persons 


4 December — The Durban ARC meeting, the SARL 40 m Grid Square sprint 
and the SARL/AMSAT SA Technology Workshop 


5 December - International Volunteers Day 

11 and 12 December — the ARRL 10 metre contest 

16 December — the Day of Reconciliation 

To conclude our bulletin, a recap of our main news story: 


The joint SARL and AMSAT SA Technology workshop will run from 11:00 - 
14:30 CAT on Saturday 4 December on the Blue Jeans Platform. There is still 
time to register for this event. Registration closes at 17:00 on Friday 3 December. 
The registration link can be found on www.sarl.org.za. Click on the link and 
complete the form. 


This concludes our bulletin for this morning. 


We invite clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to radio am- 
ateurs and shortwave listeners, in both English and Afrikaans, if possible, by 
following the News Inbox link on the South African Radio League web page. 
News items to be included in the bulletin should reach the news team no later 
than the Thursday preceding the bulletin date. 


You are welcome to join us every Sunday morning for the weekly radio pro- 
gramme, Amateur Radio Today at 10:00 CAT. The programme can be heard 
on VHF and UHF repeaters countrywide and on 7 082 kHz lower side-band by 
courtesy of Louis, ZS5LP. A rebroadcast by Andy, ZS6ADY, can be heard on 
Monday evenings at 19:30 CAT on 3 620 kHz. 


We welcome your signal reports, comments, and suggestions; please send these 
by e-mail to artoday@sarl.org.za. 


You have listened to a news bulletin written by Dennis Green, ZS4BS/6, proof- 
read by Dave Reece, ZSIDFR and read by .............. 


From the news team, best wishes for the week ahead. 


